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Dnnln 1847, hmdna:hiial'.ll%r:t by m;wg ugp:uulnmm IMIL-ﬂn?d“ma r;hmgﬂﬂnﬂ M1mm Monitana, First,
gress passed a granted the 5t Paul, Minneapolls & Manitoba Rallroad a ol easement
through reservations and military reserves, including FL Assinniboine. It also gave the railroad the right to use na il road Map
resources fior consiruclion purposes, as wedll as land 1o bulld stations as long as there was not more than W E :

f one 1or every ten miles of raiiroad. A1 the same time, the federal Northwest Commission negoliated with HHaovre, Montana

right-of-way. Thesa two ledaral acts allowed the railroad to emter narth-central Montana and opaned up the g
=1 lands of the northern MIssouri River to white expansion.
|  The ralirsad wasted no time and construction for the Manitoba's Montana extension began In April 1887,
Laying track west from Minat, North Dakota, the Manlioba reached Bull Hook Bottoms on September 6,
1887, en route to FL. Assinndbolne, Assinnibolne station served as the divislon point between the Manfioba
and the Montana Cendral. On November 18, 1887, the Mondana exiension reached Helena, completing the
E43-mile distance from Minot fo Helena before winder, linking the reglon with the national economsy. In 1889, Great Morihern Rallway was created out of the
Manitoba, forming what would be the northermmmaost transcontinental raliroad In the United States, through the area that as a result became colloguially known

Z

as the Hi-ling.

The Importance of Bull Hook Bottoms got a boost when the Great Northern was selecting the location for thelr Rocky Mountain crossing. Surveyors hoped

1o follow the Clark's Fork of the Columbia like the Northem Pacific, find a pass throwgh central Montana west of Great Falls, or locate a pass west of Bull Hoak

Botioms. Af this time, Hill had already invested into the Great Falls Water Power and Townghip Company and nearby coal deposits, and Greal Falls sesmed

poized to become Montana's main fake-off podnt for the Pacific Extenslon. Surveyors searched for a Rocky Moundain route, but were unable to find a good Iy
crossing to the west of Great Fallg. In December of 1889, in a blinding below zero
snowstorm, Great Morthern civil engineer, John Stevens, instead discovered a pass due -

west of Bull Hook Batioms above the headwaters of the Marias River. Marias Pass was  [iaeitaiaiimtin S E UL
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Hook Siding was chosen as the Great Morthern division point but railread officials, - -
especial Hil, i ot tink Bl Hook Bottoms” was a dignified enough name for ther el “:““"""‘;::';:“"‘"‘;“ “::““'
new rail hub. To decide on & new name, the town held a meefing. Though that first meeting e WFe aiter
ended in a brawl, the second meeting was mare successful. There, the citizenry agreed parents’ hometown of Le Havre, France. “Hawre™,
that only the original five homesteaders, Gus Descelles, Exor Pepin {nephew of Simon means “the haven or harbor™, and won the vote.
Pepin}, Tom McDevitt, Joe Demars and Charlie Goutchie would be allowed to vate. After
several sugpesfions, including "France™ to acknowledge their commaon hertage, Gus
Descelles then suggested Havre after his parents’ hometown of Le Havre, France, "Hawvre”, means "the kaven or harbor”, won the vote,

In August of 1893, twenky-six people voted f0 incorporate Havre as a city on September 5 of that year, The town-site was platted south of the railroad
fracks on parts of Descelles’ and Simon Pepin's ranches. Like many railroad towns, Hawe's strests were satin a grid formalion, with the east-west orientation

ideally suited to the raliroad's needs as it ks the lowest crossing of the Morthem Rockies Northern division point but railread officials, ._.,':E-n ol
with a pentle shope coming from the east. Having the pass due west of Bull Hook Bottoms RIS EU T TE G TG T [ ITH I D00 B 057 (T A Fowndin
allowed the Great Morthern to chart a direct main ling from Grand Forks, North Dakota to was a dignified enough name for their new rail Main Street
Hmﬁﬁl ﬁﬂkﬁﬂmmmmﬁh low ﬂ?ﬂ“ﬂﬁ “““"f'ﬁ:ﬂ highly ﬂ‘mm o hub. To decide on a new name, the town held a \
0o ms got 4 seco en in &re was a ortage an
Beaver Cregk. The Great Northern needed a more reliable water source for their Pacific mosting. Though fimt ﬂm mesting snded In »
Extension division point and Buil Hook Botioms' location on the Milk River ft the bill brawl, the second meeting was more successhul,
Descelles and Pepin donated parts of their land where the tent city was located for shops  [ASISILLIREE S I e ULV Ly L =
and the Great Northem depot, making It an ideal location for the division point. five homesteaders, Gus Descelles, Exor Pepin
In 1890, the Great Morthem sent several hundred workers to Bull Hook Bottoms to (nephew of Simon Pepin); Tom McDeyitt; Joe
bulld a depot and several rall sidings. The depot was complete with a platiorm about two [, TYIFTEERE [ PYL TR AITTES TERSTRR P AP [ PR T Diesel Shop
feet off the ground to facilitate boarding passengers and loading freight. In 1851, Bull vote, After several suggestions, including

Viaduct Tth Avenua

Cenex Harvest States Cooperative
Grain Elevators

of the railroad serving as the northem boundary of the town paralleled to the south by Main Strest, which fronted the railroad tracks, followed by First fwough 1st Street (Highway 2)

Third Strests, The avenwes ran perpendicutar io the tracks with Third Avenue running souh from e Great Northamn depot.

In 1901, the Great Northern began a series of projects that expanded &s role in Havre, That July, they started to exdend their yard to over a mile long north
of the maching shops on the east side of lown. Later that year, new shops were constructed east of iown while the old shops and the roundhouss wers forn
down. In December, the Great Morthemn opened the new freight depot and converied the old depot info a passenger station. In March 1902, they enlarged the
maching shop and added an electric plart, and two years kater, in 1904, consirucied a new depol, sfill used today, fimmed with granite and landscaped with a . P L ST YT am—— -
small park. The Greal Northern then converted the original depot 1o division officas. :

The 1912 addition to the
. roundhouse shows the skylights
T MR S - on the top of the machine shop in
' A - = the rear. The powerhouse is
located on the right.

AT fiorilare Fepst, dpde Haal

In 1880, the Great Northern sent several hundred workers to Bull Hook
Bottoms to build a depot and several rail sidings. The depot was complete with a
platierm about two feet off the ground to facililate hoarding passengers and
loading freight. The depot served as the gate way to the community. In 1904, a
new depot was construcied, still used today, trimmed with granite and a small
landscaped park.

Ther drewml il il Ovbesia ] Lhinliad ol adeie Mg, Hirws,. Wows

H. Earl Clack built the first
grain elevator in the area, which
led to a chain of five elevators
that handled over 2 million
hushels of grain a day.

In August of 1883, twenty-six people voted to
incorporate Havre as a city on September 5 of
that year. The town-=site was platted south of the
railroad tracks on parts of Descelles’ and Simon
Pepin's ranches. Like many railroad towns,
Havre's streets were set in a grid formation, with
the east-west orientation of the railroad serving
as the northern boundary of the town paralleled
to the south by Main Street, which fronted the
railroad tracks, followed by First through Third Streets. The avenues ran
perpendicular to the tracks with Third Avenue running south from the Great Northern
depot. The depot served as the gateway to the commercial district of Havre.




